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Rebuilding
New Orleans:
Residents split along

neighborhood lines
By Natalie Pompilio

KRT

Honoring
Dr. King

dent whose home was destroyed
flood, said it was weak,
leaving the whole city in limbo
for too long.
But Magazine Street shopkeeper Rob Savoy, who got by
unscathed, said he was excited by
the idea of more green space and
a possible light rail line. And
Shelly Bienvenu, whose Uptown
house was largely unaffected by
the storm, felt the proposal gives
city planners the opportunity to
in the

NEW ORLEANS-How New

Orleanians felt about the newly
unveiled plan to rebuild their
city seemed to come down to

one thing Wednesday: What
neighborhood they lived in.
Dionne Survelt, whose family
lost more than 10 properties in
the Lower 9th Ward, called it "a
joke."
Jimmy Bower, a Lakeview resi-

See REBUILDING, Page 3

Aggies perform community
service projects to celebrate
civil rights leader's birthday
By Jameya

Porter

Online Editor
"What he spoke about was not
just civil rights it was community service not just for the
Black community, but for all of

-

us. »

-

That comment by senior history education major Jessica Buie
seemed to have been a common-

ly regarded notion as A&T students and children from all
around Greensboro came together Monday to celebrate Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day by way of
participating in various community-oriented activities.

The day began with community service participation at various
sites throughout the city from

the morning

to early-afternoon.

Aggies' service ranged from
preparing

and serving meals at

the Potter's House,

to

playing dif-

ferent party games and activities
for senior citizens and mentally
challenged individuals at the
Oak HearstSenior Citizen
Homes and the Volunteer
Center L&L Oroup Home, to
restocking shelves and cabinets
for the Habitat for Humanity Re-

PHOTO CREDIT:TOM GRALISH/PHILADELPHIAINQUIRER/KRT

Mardi Gras beads are drapped on crosses near a makeshift coffin
outside the lower 9th Ward in New Orleans, Louisiana, Wednesday,
January 11, 2006. Mayor Ray Nagin's "Bring New Orleans Back
Commission" released their blueprint for New Orleans' rebirth, outlining how parts of this devastated city could have a chance to rebuild in
the wake of Hurricane Katrina.

Store

Other places students could
choose to volunteer at were the
Weaver House, the Beloved
Community Center, and the

Pathway Center.

Curtis Nash, a senior education major and the community
service chair of the Beta Epsilon

chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha, said,
"We wanted to get the community and more people involved."
At 2 p.m., A&T had its own
personal contribution to the
community day activities, which
took place in the Memorial

See KING, Page 2

PHOTO CREDIT: CHAD ROBERTS AND UCHE BYRD

Top: The brothers of the Bloody Mu Psi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, Inc. teach a group of children how to "throw up hooks" at
the MLK ceremony on Monday.
Bottom: Electrical engineering graduate student Meisha Watkins and
senior business education major Marques Hazell stock shelves at the
Habitat for Humanity Re-Store on High Point Road. The two spent also
spent time volunteering at The Potter's House on Monday.

Event center opens on campus
By

Twi Brown
Contributor

and a boardroom. The

Alumni Affairs.

The space cost approximately
$5.5 million with funds allocat-

See CENTER, Page 2

By Shawn

Chollette
Black College Wire

.

center is also the new base for

ed by the University
Foundation. The center was
built in approximately nine
months
To be eligible to hold events at
the new center, the corporation
or individual hosting the event
must have ties to A&T. To rent
out the ballroom for an event
would cost $2,000 for a non-ticketed event and $3,000 for a tick-

many Dillard students

Chatting animatedly with
friends after registering for classes, Dillard University senior
Charlette Jones retold the tale of
how she and three classmates
were rescued in September from
her New Orleans East apartment
by the Coast Guard, after torrential rains and flooding left the
students stranded for two days.
"We had to cook wieners by
candlelight," said Jones, eliciting
a chorus of laughs that echoed
through the Hilton New Orleans
Riverside hotel her new home.
With an atrium, polished
wooden benches and wire-back
chairs, it might not be "the Yard,"
but for the next seven months,

The newest addition to the
A&T campus is the AlumniFoundation Event Center.
The space is 30,000 square
feet, with 18,000 square feet
completely dedicated to the
event areas. The areas include a
large ballroom, two conference
rooms

New Orleans Hilton
becomes home for

-

the Hilton is where Jones and
the rest of Dillard's 1,100 stu-

dents will do their best to pick
they left offafter
Hurricane Katrina
"It's good to be back among
friends," said Jones, who attended the University of Texas at
Arlington in the fall after her resup where

PHOTO CREDIT: CHARLES WATKINS

Chancellor James C. Renick help events center and foundation staff to cut the ribbon to open the doors of
the Alumni-Foundation Event Center at the dedication and ribbon-cutting ceremony Dec. 16, 2005. An
open house for the event center was held on Jan. 11.

cue. "I didn't think I'd ever be
back."
Dillard had been closed for a
semester by the forces behind the
same 26-foot storm surge that
rose to Jones' second-floor loft.
The university was hard-pressed
to find a solution to replace its
destroyed dormitories and also
house students displaced from
off-campus lodging and find it
fast so classes could start Jan. 9.
"We initially looked into moving to Morris Brown (College) in
Atlanta, where we have all the
amenities of theAtlanta
University Center, but we wanted to keep our New Orleans
identity," said Marc David, dean
of students
"So we had to decide between
a cruise ship' or a hotel, and the
cramped quartering aboard the
cruise ship made it obvious that
the Hilton was a better choice."
The administration decided to
"recreate a Dillard University
away from our campus," for students, faculty staff and administrators including President
Marvalene Hughes in 500 of
the Hilton's 1,616 rooms, David

-

-

-

See DILLARD, Page 3
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The American Institute of
Chemical Engineers contributed

Student Union and lasted for

to

two

hours.

Thanks to A&T's many student
children from Ray
Warren Homes, Hampton
Homes and Hickory Trails were
able to enjoy such activities as
Bingo, Twister and musical
chairs.
Denyse Hill, a senior landscape
architecture major, who was coloring with members of Zeta Phi
Beta, said she was participating in
the day's activities because she
organizations,

loves children and "to actually
show them the history behind
Dr. King and seeing a lot of people of our race just getting together and having fun no problems.
Just to create a positive environ-

-

ment...and

to color!"

the events with their "Fun

with Chemistry" theme, which
consisted of "Balloon Blow Up,"
"Dancing Spaghetti," and "Silly
Puddy" experiments.
Kwane Drabo, a senior political

student, and Anita Butler,
student, were representing A&T's Model United
Nations (UN), which were behind
the "musical chairs" activity.
"I'm participating in this day
because it's Martin Luther King,
Jr.'s birthday, and you got to at
least give back to the children,"
science

a junior history

Drabo said.
Drabo continues, "To me, Dr.

King represents perseverance.

The struggles that he had to overcome internally and externally, he
had to have had some doubts,

and despite those doubts, he
overcame and succeeded. He also
represents true dedication to his
people and his beliefs - standing
up for his beliefs."
Butler added, "(Participating in
this day is) just to have that
opportunity to tell kids, what Dr.
King is about - let them know
that this isn't a day to sleep in
but actually a day to come out."
"When you think of Dr. King,
for some reason," said Arnicia,
Morgan, a junior nursing major
who was representing the United

Christian Fellowship, "you think
of the word 'freedom' - freedom,
rights, and peace. I'm glad today's
a holiday."

Other participating organizaincluded the SGA, Lambda
Chi Alpha, Chi Eta Phi, Kappa
tions

Delta Pi, Alpha Kappa Alpha,

Omega Psi Phi, Kappa Alpha Psi,
Delta Sigma Theta and others
Nash said that in addition to
the fun activities, the children
were initially taken aside and
asked as well as informed about
who King was.
In a program held in the
Stallings Ballroom, participators
were also able to view an excerpt
of King's infamous "I Have a
Dream" speech.
"More than anything, (today is)
one of those days that we highlight service. We realize how
much of a blessing that we have.
We're never better than our lowest man. Dr. King fought for
human rights for all - not just
Blacks," said Justin Ramey, SGA

president.

"(This) is a day of encouragewe live in a day when

ment. Now,

people don't think that their
opinions matter, so this is a day
of encouragement that we as
young Black people can make a
difference," said TeRay
McKesson, senior class president
and a special education major.
In connection with the day's
events, Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc. held a march
from their plot to the Memorial
Student Union at 6 p.m. and
joined with A&T's History

Scholars
at

nation in 1968.

SESSION
McNair Auditorium
Hosted by: NxLevel
Entertainment

Jan. 19
7 p.m.
MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR.
COMMEMORATIVE
SERVICES
Memorial Student Union
Stallings Ballroom

Jan. 20
10 p.m. to 7 a.m.

SLEEP OUT FOR
THE HOMELESS

Phi Beta Sigma/Zeta Phi
Beta plot
Hosted by: The Eta
Chapter of Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity, Inc
CENTER from Page 1
eted event. Yet, these prices do
housekeeping and
media packages, which can also
be rented through the center.
The center also provides a
not include

catering team for events, for a

fee, which is staffed by Sodexho
The ballroom can host up to
800 people for a sit-down event.
The conference rooms, which
can hold about 15 people, can
be rented for $55 for half-a-day
and $ 100 for an entire day. In
addition, the board room, which
can hold about 26 people, can
be rented for $80 for half-a-day
and $150 for an entire day. All
Internet accessible.
Any person or group interested in the space would have to

rooms are

the

marketing coordinator for the

and Ali Mateen, the
scheduler for the center.
Mateen said he believes that
the new center is fulfilling a
need on A&T's campus
"Before the opening ofthe
Alumni-Foundation Event
Center the only other space
available for hosting events was
Stallings Ballroom, which is
always booked. This space provides more space and more
amenities for hosting events,"
center,

Mateen said
The hope is that the center
will hosts such event as lectures,
conferences, wedding receptions

and corporate meetings.
Al Barnett, the finance manager and now board member, said
he has high hopes for the center
and what it will bring to A&T.
"I think that the center will
foster not only stronger relationships with the alumni but also
the community," Barnett said.
With the addition of this center, alumni and others connected to A&T will have a large
space in order to host events
Organizations are already taking

advantage of the new space. For
example, Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity Inc. chose the event
center as the site of their "Pearls
on Ice" program that will take
place on Jan. 28

the Stallings Ballroom

Silence: Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. on War," a forum which
explored and addressed the lessacknowledged side of King - the
side which openly opposed the
war and certain governmental
policies shortly before his assassi-

7 to 8 p.m.
SPRING BREAK
MIAMI INFO

contact Gwen Brincefield,

in

7 p.m. to host "Breaking the

Ernst & Young you'll get the on-the-job training
u need to succeed on your own.
We know you're new to the work force. That's why we've created an
environment that's conducive to personal and professional growth and
success. At Ernst & Young we're offering an opportunity to learn from
some of the best talent in the industry. If you're looking for a great start,
look for us on campus. Or visit us on the Web at ey.com/us/careers.
We won't steer you wrong.

World News
January

18, 2006
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said. They were able to do so
without raising the cost of
tuition and boarding, which
amounts to $21,000 a year for an
on-campus student.
Sans mini-bars, the hotel
suites/dorm rooms are standard
issue. Most are double occupancy. Rooms come equipped with a
bathroom, a desk for each student, a bureau and in some cases
a view ofthe New Orleans skyline.
Among the accommodations
the Hilton made for students is
the Blue Devil Cafe, christened
in honor of Dillard's mascot. A
lightly remodeled section of the
hotel's restaurant, the cafeteria
serves three meals a day.
Students also have hotel
amenities such as housekeeping
(twice a week), and use offitness
facilities at scheduled times so as
not to conflict with other hotel
guests. Students can use the
hotel's business center as well as
Wi-Fi Internet connection.
"For the most part, it's just like
living on campus," David said.
"We have residential assistants
and rules to follow as if this were
the Gentilly campus."
David said the hotel bar was
also off-limits, and there is no
overnight visitation, although he
acknowledged that enforcement
might be difficult.
To make the Hilton as much
like a college as possible, other
services have been added just for
students. For instance, the
Hilton now has a makeshift
"campus" post office, and a student-only laundry room. There
are plans for a bookstore.
Students and faculty will have
to adjust to the classroom situation. Temporary cubicle walls
partition one of the hotel's
20,000-square-foot trade show
areas into 14 classrooms and five
offices. Voices carry, so lectures
on "Surveying the African
World" and "American National
Government" intermingle and
compete for students' eardrums
as animated professors impart
knowledge.
The arrangement might not be
perfect, said Fred Sawyer, hotel
general manager. He added that
its

PHOTO CREDIT: KRT

Miho Kuroda, a college-student and president of a talent agency, shows photo portfolios of models registered with her agency in December at
her office in Shinjuku, Tokyo.

College student profits
from her talent agency
Yomiuri Shimbun
KRT
TOKYO--College student
Miho Kuroda wanted to be an
actress. Instead, she now helps

others get acting and modeling
jobs with her own talent agency,

which is raking in 1 million yen,
or about $8,725, a month.
After experiencing hard times
in getting her PrfncipalAgent
firm established, the 22-year-old
student, a senior in Waseda
University's School of Political
Science and Economics, now has
the confidence to continue her
work after graduation.
Kuroda shares her office in
Shinjuku, Tokyo, with four other
entrepreneurs and nonprofit
organization heads in their 20s
and 30s. Partitions divide the 60square-meter room into office
space for each company.
Principal Agent now has the
portfolios of more than 100 models available for commercials and
promotional events.
She found the office space
through a friend, and shares the

area

While the entrepreneurs do
not interfere with each other's
businesses, working under the
same roof provides motivation.
"I get the urge to work harder
when I see other people working
hard," one said.
Kuroda finds her office "peaceful" since she is the only one running it,

After performing in a musical
in her high school days, she
dreamed ofbecoming an actress
who could move the hearts of the
audience.
Even after entering college, her
dream career was not in politics
or law, but in acting. Kuroda
quickly registered at a talent
agency.

When the job offers failed to
materialize, she tried to promote
herself. She went to networking
events, and at one ofthem

the other tenants,
which include an architect. The
companies also share a meeting

received an offer.
"I thought it was easy to get a
job," Kuroda said.
In October 2004, Kuroda
established a talent agency with
40,000 yen (about $350) in capital. Many of her friends in college were starting their own businesses and nonprofit organizations, making her feel that it was

REBUILDING from Page 1

neighborhoods should be rein-

rent with

fix past mistakes

"I hate to see the city shrink,
but I think that's the way it has
to be," Bienvenu, 50, said. "They
got it wrong before. They have a
chance to get it right. We just
need a lot of money."

The Bring Back New Orleans
Commission's plan calls for a
four-month moratorium on all
renovation to damaged properties. During that period, residents of badly damaged areas will
need to prove that enough people will return to their neighbor-

hoods

in order for the city to
to go forward

allow rebuilding

Those who don't successfully
make their case will most likely
have to sell their properties to a
city redevelopment authority.

"We want to keep what
belongs to us, what we worked
for, not give it to the government," said Survelt, 48, who was
raised in the Lower 9th Ward but
now lives in California. "It's a
joke."
The debate over which city

habited has been a divisive question since Hurricane Katrina
slammed the Gulf Coast in

August.
Many see it as a racial issue:
the city is 70 percent black, and
more blacks than whites were
flooded out of their homes. To

those areas to rebuild,
some say, is an effort to change
the racial make-up ofthe city.
But Lakeview, much of which
not allow

was destroyed by raging waters

from Lake Pontchartrain, is largely white. And, resident Jill
Miester said, it is a solid part of
the city's tax base, serving as a
home to middle-class and affluent residents.
Why, she asked, should the
neighborhood have to prove anything?

"We're definitely going to
rebuild here. This was my husband's grandfather's house. It's
60 years old. It's part ofhistory,"
said Miester, a lifelong New
Orleanian and mother of three.
"We have to stay here. We don't
want to live anywhere else but

anything special.
But it did not take long for
reality to bite.
Kuroda began meeting people
to promote the seven people she
had on her books, who were all
friends.
not

She had business cards from
more than 500 people, which
made her confident because it
was by far the most among the
student entrepreneurs she knew.
But the cards were no guarantee

different industries to hand

out

more business cards.
Several months later, her hard
work began to pay off. Several
people she had met started offering jobs in advertising and

mod-

eling.
"I did the right thing to meet
people when I was going through
hard times. The seeds I sowed
began to sprout," Kuroda said
The young entrepreneur gradually came under the spotlight as a
college student running her own
business.
"I never dreamed of becoming
a president. I only started my
business because I liked it, and
I'm carrying on because I like it,"
she said
With the rise in her monthly

of business success.
"I realized I had the wrong
idea. It was just a bunch of business cards," Kuroda said.
Kuroda sometimes earned only
about 2,000 yen, or $17, after
paying wages to a registered
model for a job she had done,
and she occasionally accepted job
offers without receiving any fees

sales, Kuroda has decided to continue her business after gradua-

in return

tion

When one of her recruits

handed in her resignation, she
felt for the first time the pain of

running her business.

"I'm responsible for the lives of
women registered with my
agency, which is much heavier
than my responsibility as a college student," she said.

She asked her friends to introduce her to more people from

New Orleans."
The mere mention of not
rebuilding, of eminent domain,
sparks strong emotions here.
Even Savoy, who said he was
"cautiously optimistic" about the
reworking ofthe city, noted that
"I don't know how I'd feel if I

had

to pony up and prove my

neighborhood was valid."

Bienvenu's companion

Wednesday at an Uptown coffee
shop, Cesar Martino, had both

his home and business damaged

by floodwaters. Work to rebuild
them is almost complete, he said.
Martino, 62, thinks the plan to

rebuild can work.

If neighborhoods are determined to be unredeemable, he
said, people need to be compensated financially for their losses
and then encouraged to move to
other parts ofthe city.
"You have to look at the bigger
picture," Martino said. "If we
don't all pull together, we're
going to lose our city. This is not
a race problem. This is not a
class problem. It's a New Orleans

problem."

"I don't want my hard work to
be interrupted by my graduation," she said.
Sometimes Kuroda is asked
why she does not take a job herself. But she said it was not on
her mind as she enjoyed training
her recruits.
Diminutive in size, Kuroda
gives nothing away in dignity and
desire.

the hotel staff is willing to help
Dillard students in any way possible.
"I really think that all of us at
the hotel feel good about doing
something for our kids that are
going to develop into our future

leaders," Sawyer said.
"Hopefully after graduation,
many of them (will) stay here in
New Orleans area to help bring
the city back."
Providing housing for Dillard
is a "win-win situation" for the

hotel and the university, he said
As the closest large hotel to the
convention center, "about 80 percent of our business is convention-related," Sawyer said, "But

with the first big convention not
until June, we were unsure of
where our next main source of
business would come from."
"But now we have a student
population, which helps us keep
many of our workers on staff."
Another bonus for the Hilton
is the possibility ofstudent
employment. Given the number
of hotel guests, there are enough

definite job opportunities for the

hotel to hold a job fair just for
students, Sawyer said.
Arrangements have been made
so that students on work-study
can fulfill their obligations by
working as part of the hotel staff,
he added.
Hotel Dillard, as students
dubbed it during the first week
of classes, is receiving mixed
reviews

Jonathan Jiles, a freshman
business management major
from Mobile, Ala., said the
Hilton was almost as good as his
old Dillard dorm room.
"I love it. It's got plenty of
space, and right now I don't have
a roommate," Jiles said with a
broad smile. "Now, my only concern is figuring out where my
classes are."
Jones, who said she was really

looking forward to life off-campus, was not as positive.

"I don't like it," she said. "I
don't have a closet. I don't have

anywhere to put my personal
items. And it's too expensive."

However, Jones and other students had few alternatives but to
live "on campus": The floods created a shortage of decent housing, and rental pricing in New
Orleans for available dwellings
has doubled in many cases.
Danille Taylor, an English professor and dean of humanities,
said opinions might vary about
the accommodations, but overall,
rooming at the Hilton offers defi-

advantages'.
"It's a little strange at first, but
I'm just glad I'm not homeless,"
said Taylor, whose home was
destroyed in the flooding.
"It may be hard for outsiders to
understand, but it feels very reasnite

suring and comforting to be back
in New Orleans surrounded by

students and administrators.
is an ideal way for us to
become connected."
What Hurricane Katrina's 125
mph winds and toxic floodwaters
did not hurt was Dillard's sense
of community.
"Vertical relationships between
students and faculty, and faculty

This

and administrators, may have
existed at the other campus, but
now that we're all under one
roof, it'll force everyone to communicate with one another,"
Taylor said.

"And given everything that
we've gone through," we "need
the energy of all of us together to

accomplish all the work we have
ahead of us."

When asked if she had an

open-door policy for students
with problems, questions or who
just wanted to

talk, Taylor simply

chuckled.
"I don't plan on giving out my
room number," she said. "But if
they knock, I'll answer."
Shawn Cfioiiette is a senior journal
ism and engineering major at
Louisiana Tech University, and staff
writer for the Gramblinite. This is
part of a special 2006 series appearing in THE BLACK COLLEGIAN
Magazine Second Semester Super
Issue through a collaboration by Black
College Wire (BiaclcColiegeWire.org)
and THE BLACK COLLEGIAN
(Biackcoiiegian.com), nou; celebrating
its 35th publishing year. It may be
reprinted intact with this credit
included.
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Funny quote of the week
"She looks like a baby
gixaffe!"
-Student @ BCC game

The A&T Register

TV

TV

TV

Ok, so I suppose
A&T is again trying
to better the campus by constructing
a parking deck in
the old Obermeyer
lot. My question to
the university is,
why didn't y'all do
that three years
ago when the parking lot was initially
built? We already
have enough parking issues and to
cut off an entire lot
which holds tons of
cars would and
does create a bigger one. For those
of us who drive to
campus, leaving
our houses an
HOUR before the
class starts has
become a daily

routine. Just the
thought of us getting a spot
in the illustrious union parking lot has become a mere
fantasy to most. After a minimum of thirty minutes of
waiting, here come the
mighty parking police.
Something's gotta give.
Because so many people
have cars and drive to campus, this whole ticket thing is
sort of, lets say, OUT OF
CONTROL! We definitely
pay $1557.50 each semester
(those of us who stay off
campus), why isn't some
sort of parking pass/voucher
or something included in
that? Or at least made an
option, like the meal plans
The majority of us would
rather risk getting a ticket
than pay the requested $300
to get a little sticker that
says, "hey I paid, I can park
here." And then with that
hassle comes faculty members who DON'T have parking passes that try to debo
their way into a spot and get
mad when you get there
first. "We teach here, we
need to park!" and our
response is" We pay you,
get over it!"

M
By
Km

Rid
Ser

Save money? What for?
Knight Ridder Newspapers
KRT

CAPRICORN

(Dec. 22-Jan. 20)
A new love affair or
friendships may create controversy this
week. After Tuesday,
avoid detailed public
discussions, if possible. Gossip and
romantic speculation
are intriguing but
mistaken. Remain
philosophic and
watch for new social
information to soon
be revealed. In the
coming weeks, cancelled projects and
delayed team assignments will take top
priority. Don't hesitate to take action: all
is well.

previous

"I've

At the University of

_

_

and budding businessman.
White runs a small venture helping other students buy new or

used cell phones at good prices
and says he needs to be seen with
the latest gadgets even if it
means having double $70 phone
bills every month.
Conventional perceptions of
budget-bound college students
scraping by on ramen noodles
and peanut butter are as out of

_

date as

a rotary

phone, say

experts who

track the market.
Today's 16.4 million collegians
are conspicuous

consumers,

reviewing Brush's recent credit-

card statement, even questioned
her "many trips to CVS."
Eric Bell, a senior at Hendrix
College in Conway, Ark., has also
been tracking the swell in college
spending. He believes it spells
future disaster for many students.

Bell, 22, the founder and chairPHOTO CREDIT KRT
Many college students

don't save money.
than the average working-class person

says

she is willing to oblige his
requests for cash infusions, to a

devices provide a nearly constant
connection to their children,

degree
"I don't just automatically give
in. I do ask what it is for," Powers
says. "I don't want him to be bur-

fewer of whom, experts say, are

author of Marketing
Campus Crowd (Dearborn Trade
Publishing, 2004), says much of
the increased cash flow comes
from more students holding parttime jobs, as well as the largesse
of their indulgent baby boomer
parents, "who have an expectation of what college life should
be and are giving their children
whatever they need to make life
to the

more enjoyable."
Erin Ryan, 21, a Penn fine
arts major from Maryland, gets
an allowance from her "very generous" parents that allows her to
live roommate-free in a $l,300-amonth apartment near campus.
"My parents give me a certain
amount

credit: 47 percent of full-time
four-year undergrads have a credit
card in their own name, according to Student Monitor's national fall survey, released on
Tuesday. But that isn't the only

dened or stressed with finances.
His focus should be on getting an

education, not worrying about
rent or how he is going to eat."
Powers admits, however, that
because she can, she has allowed
her son some of the college perks
he wants, especially since he has
shown his own entrepreneurial
skills. "He is spoiled but not
spoiled rotten," she says. "There
is a difference."

Many parents are willing to

for land lines in their
dorms; 94 percent of all full-time
four-year undergrads have a cell
phone, according to the Student
Monitor survey. After food and
opting

entertainment, phones make up

Students, even those with prepaid meal plans, are also spending money at restaurants on and
off campus. In the Student

of money each month,
not to call them for

When it's my
I'm
own paycheck, I'll probably learn

of college life.
"It's a major market, without
question," says David Morrison,
founder and president of
TwentySomething Inc., a King of
Prussia-based young-adult marketing research firm that advises
clients such as Nokia, Time
Warner and Citibank.
"College students have the
freedom and desire to try new
things they don't like to admit
it, but they are incredibly receptive to marketing."
They also have easy access to

after the fact."

spring for cell phones (and often
the monthly bills) because the

Monitor, L.L.C., of Ridgewood,
N.J.
Students are splurging on

monthly bill.

who now runs her own e-commerce business in Washington,

and I

everything from iPods and DVD
players to bottled water, dining
out, and outfitting dorm rooms
and apartments. In the process,
they are redefining the essentials

the third largest expense for college students, who use the
devices not only to talk but to
send text messages and take pictures, all of which ratchets up the

explanation for the spending
Morrison, who is also the

man of the board of the Hendrix
chapter of Future Investors, an
organization that promotes good
personal finance management,
says he has seen a friend drop
out of college in order to work to
pay off mounting debt accumulated from reckless spending.
"A lot of the problems come
from families encouraging these
spending habits," says Bell, who
is also advocating for colleges to
increase personal finance education for students
That could come in handy for
undergrads like V.J. White.
"Sometimes I look at my financial statement and say, "1 could
have done without this, this and
that," he says. "I budget a lot

According to researchers, they live better

surge, experts say.

spending
than $200 billion
a year (not including tuition and
housing), up from $93 billion a
decade ago, according to Student
more

students go to a

student. Such extravagances
wouldn't pass muster with her
f mother, she says, who, after

shop for $130 jeans at
Outfitters
or $80 cashUrban
campus to

mere-blend sweaters at Ann
Taylor Loft. At the nearby
Starbucks, some students line up
for lattes several times a week.
"It's near the library," Carly
Brush, 19, says sheepishly as she
leaves the coffee emporium, one
hand in ,her coat pocket and the
other holding a $4.20 venti white
mocha. "I try not to think about
how much it costs. My mom
thinks it's pretty stupid to pay
this much for coffee."
A couple of miles away at
Temple University, William
"V.J." White, 19, walks the campus with two cell phones a
PalmOne Treo 600 PDA and a
Nextel i930 necessary tools, he
says, for a cool college student

week.
seen

nice restaurant and spend $50 or
$60 each," says Brush, the Penn

Pennsylvania, Ivy Leaguers need
only walk across the street from

...

WS

Monitor survey, 52 percent dined
at a full-service restaurant in the

By: Dwayne Campbell

try

lit!

more unless I really, really have
to," says Ryan. "I try to manage
my money,

but at the same

time

not earning it.

to manage it better.

... Everything

now gets blamed on how expensive college is."
If it's near the end of the
month and she's running low on
cash, Ryan cuts back on cigarettes
and eating out, and starts looking for free entertainment and
happy-hour deals. Of course, she
says,

her

very generous parents

oblige if she is forced to call

home for more money.
White also dials for dollars

"I'll say, 'Mom, I need $300,
and she'll ask me for what," says
White. "I'll tell her I need food
and to pay my phone bill."
But a lot of his money goes to
shoes and entertainment, he
admits. Just last week he snagged
a pair of Air Jordan 14s online
for $152. And though he lives
only a few blocks away from campus, White is considering getting
a car next year.

White's mother, Valerie
a former stockbroker

Powers,
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What's NewsIn Business andFinance
Debate Grows
On '06 Outlook
Economic growth slowed late last
year, fueling a debate over whether

Curbed Growth?
8X

By Steve Stecklow

SAN

mined to see growth fall to its longterm trend of slightly more than 3%
and will raise rates until that is
achieved, says Ed Hyman, chief
economist at ISI Group, a research
firm in New York. Furthermore,
"you have this huge increase in energy costs," Mr. Hyman says. "History tells us both rates and energy
costs work with a lag."

Less Insurance
For More Workers
Employers are increasingly turning to an affordable type of health insurance that has a big catch: If you
get really sick, it won't cover your
major expenses.
"Mini-medical" or "limited-bene-

fit" plans are catching on as employers struggle to restrain the rising
cost of health insurance. They typically cover four to 10 doctor visits a
year, limited drugs and some tests.
Premiums can cost as little as $40 a
month-far less than the $148 average for a major-medical plan bought
on the market or the S335 average
cost of someone on a company health
plan, according to theKaiser Family

Foundation.

Nearly one million people have
mini-medical plans, insurers estimate, and some say business is
growing 20% a year as more employers cut benefits or use more parttime and contract workers. Mini
plans are also being sold to individuals who might otherwise not be able
to afford insurance, including the
self-employed or freelancers.
Critics say that consumers don't

always understand the limitations of
these policies. Most hospital care isn't covered, or the benefits may be
doled out in small increments. Payouts are often capped at $10,000 a
year or less, so policyholders are
largely on their own if catastrophic

illness, such

as cancer, strikes.

Stephen King
Is About to Ring
Author Stephen King hates cell-

phones. "They're 21st-century slave
bracelets," he said in an interview
from his home inFlorida.
But on Jan. 24, his new novel will
be released, "Cell," about apocalyptic havoc wreaked by cellphones.
And to promote the dark tale, Mr.
King's publisher, Scribner, has devised an elaborate Web- and cell-

phone-based marketing campaign.
Thousands of cellphone subscribers will receive a text-ad that
reads, in part, "Join the Stephen
Club
VIP
King
at
www.cellthebook.com." A marketing firm helped Scribner target the
messages to a specific demographic
group -18 to 54 years old, 55% malethat is seen as likely buyers of the
book.
Scribner also will give Mr. King's

fans the opportunity to buy ring
tones of his voice. One says, "Beware. The next call you take may be
your last."

,

Are GM Sales
Hurt by Rumors?
It's a challenge so great, few

FRANCISCO-As

contact information on their season
ticketholders. The change seems to
have worked: In 2005 alone, StubHub
signed five new pro football teams,
two basketball teams, a hockey team
and four college teams. Sports accounts for more than half of the com-

a

first-year student at Stanford Graduate School of
Business, Jeff Fluhr and a
classmate entered a competition for the best new business plan. Their entry, called "NeedATicket.com," envisioned a centralizedWeb site where people could
auction off extra tickets for sporting

Largely
because consumer
spending slowed to a near halt in the

dicators.
But a handful of forecasters see a
marked slowdown in the works, predicting that economic growth will
fall this year to its lowest rate since
2002, pushing up unemployment.
The Federal Reserve is deter-

sions with the teams on sales of season ticketholders' extra seats. But
under the newer deals it has been
striking with teams, StubHub keeps
all of the commissions and instead
pays the teams a straight fee for promoting its Web site and providing

On Sold-Out Events

Quarterly change in gross domestic

product at annual rate

year.

publication Blue Chip Economic In-

StubHub's Ticket to Ride
Conceived in School,
Site Now Thrives

higher interest rates, higher energy
costs and a cooling housing market
will damp the U.S. expansion this

fourth quarter, overall economic
growth fell below a 3% annual rate,
economists estimate, after 10 quarters averaging about 4%. Many attribute the fourth-quarter slowdown
to temporary factors, and the consensus estimatefor growth this year
is a still-solid 3.4%, according to the

© 2006 Dow Jones &Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved

*Consensus estimate
Sources: Commerce Department via Moody's
Economy.com; MacroeconomicAdvisers
marketing experts will ever face one
like it. General Motors, the world's
largest auto maker, insists it has no
plans to file for bankruptcy protection. But a loss of nearly $4 billion in
the first nine months of 2005 has fueled rumors to the contrary.
Now, with a recent study that
shows almost 75% of Americans
wouldn't buy a car from a bankrupt

company, GMs vice president of
North American marketing and
sajes, Mark LaNeve, says he envisions salespeople at rival dealerships telling customers they'd be
crazy to consider a GM vehicle because the company might not be able
to honor its warranty.
Mr. LaNeve says he is struggling
to come up with something that will
"get America rooting for us again."

GM executives feel they have an improving story, he says, if they could
get anyone to listen. While GM has
been portrayed as churning out gas
guzzlers, he says, it has 20 vehicles
•that get at least 30 miles per gallon.
And while critics say GM doesn't sell
cars people want, itis the top-selling
auto maker in the U.S. and has some
hits, such as the retro Chevrolet
HHR and the sporty Pontiac Sol-

stice.
"I've always been pretty sanguine about press coverage because
I believe you get what you deserve,"
Mr. LaNeve says. "But when analysts say our problem is we have cars
nobody wants, it drives me out of my
mind."

Can a TV Flop
Be a Hit on Web?
Yahoo Inc. is attempting to take a
reality television concept abandoned
by ABC and revive it as a Web

site.

"The Runner," which focuses on
the pursuit of a fugitive traveling between secret locations around the
U.S., is part of Yahoo's efforts to
reinvent theentertainment that people consume online. The project is a
cross between a narrative videoproduction and an online game, persons
familiar with it say. Consumers will
be able to view regularly updated

video clips of roughly three to five
minutes through Yahoo's site and
try to solve puzzles as to the fugi-

tive'slocation.
Yahoo has several similar largescale media projects in development
that should come to fruition in 2006,
said a person familiar with the matter. Other TV and Internet companies are working on ideas as well.

Odds & Ends
Nielsen Entertainment, one of
the top market-research providers to
the movie industry, has joined with
MovieTickets.com, an online ticket
seller, in an effort to poll consumers
about how they pick movies and
about their theatrical experiences.
Movie attendance in the U.S. has
dropped 7% over the past year.
By JayHershey
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events and concerts.
Utterly convinced the concept
would work, Mr. Fluhr withdrew the
entry and dropped out of school to

launch the business. "It was definitely something that my mother
was not thrilled about," he recalls.
Six years later, the 31-year-old

entrepreneur is chief executive of
StubHub Inc., a leading Internet
player in the burgeoning market of
ticket reselling, which is doing $10
billion a year in volume by some esti-

mates.

Hot Seats
StubHub, closely held and based
here, says it sold about $200 million
worth of tickets online and over the
phone last year, triple its 2004 level,

and has nearly 200 employees. According to comScore Networks Inc.,
a firm that tracks Web traffic, StubHub.com was the leading site last
month among more than a dozen
competitors that specialize in reselling tickets. Executives say the
company generated about $50 million in commissions, most of which it
kept, has a positive cash flow and
has sponsorship agreements with 17
professional and college sports

teams to be their official secondary

marketplace for season ticketholders selling unwanted seats.
In recent years, the ticket-resale
business, once dominated by ticket
brokers and scalpers who peddle
seats outside venues, has been dramatically changed by the Internet.
More than half of all tickets are purchased online, and it is estimated

that 20% to 30% of seats, especially at
popular events like rock concerts,

are resold.

Despite antiscalping laws in
some states that restrict or even forbid reselling, ticketholders and brokers have flocked online to sell seats
atpremium prices on the auction site

sites
like
eBay,
free-listing
Craigslist, and marketplaces like
StubHub, which leaves it up to sellers to obey local laws.For many consumers, the ticket-resale market has
become the only way to obtain the
best seats for high-demand concerts,
theater and sporting events as promoters now reserve large blocks of
tickets for fan-club members, season
ticketholders and sponsors.
Mr. Fluhr argues that his company is helping fans by providing access to sold-out events, although at a
price. "This is giving the fans
choice," he says. "This is the democratization of live events."
For Mr. Fluhr, a boyish-Jooking,
fast-talking and intense executive,
StubHub's evolution hasn't proven
as straightforward or as easy as the
one originally envisioned in his contest entry. Launching the company
in late 2000 in the wake of the dot-com
crash, he had trouble raising money.
The Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks
the following year didn't help, either, deterring people from attending entertainment events. The company's

co-founder-Mr.

Fluhr's.

classmate at Stanford-eventually
left, although he remains a shareholder.
The cash-strapped start-up, originally called Liquidseats and located
near a foul-smelling fish market, initially focused on developing a tickettransaction system thatit could offer
other Web sites, like Microsoft
Corp.'s MSN, to resell tickets and
split the revenues. It wasn't, until
2003, when the company started
placing ads on Google Inc.'s search
service, that Mr. Fluhr realized it
could generate, far more revenue by

directing traffic to its own StubHub
Web site, which allows sellers to list
tickets and sell them at either a fixed
price, a price that declines as the
event gets closer, or by auction.
StubHub previously had an
agreement to listits available tickets
on eBay. But soon StubHub.com began competing directly with eBay,
which is a force in the reselling business. Rather than charging sellers
listing fees like eBay does, StubHub
offers free listings on its own site.
Sellers pay a 15% commission when
tickets are sold; buyers pay a 10%
commission plus a delivery charge.
StubHub has no ticket inventory of

its own, reducing its risk.
StubHub also altered its initial
strategy for its agreements with pro

teams that help match season ticketholders with StubHub. Originally
the company would split commis-

pany's business.
People who know Mr. Fluhr well
express no surprise that he now
heads a fast-growing business. Mr.
Fluhr "was always very entrepreneurial," says David Fisch, who first
met Mr. Fluhr in a Morristown, N.J.,
elementary school and works in fi-

nance for StubHub. "I can remember
as a kid him wanting to buy vending
machines, stuff that the average
sixth-grader was not interested in."

StubHub's many competitors include the giant ticket seller Ticketmaster, a unit of IAC/InterActiveCorp, which not only sells tickets
on the primary market but has begun reselling tickets for sports teams
and even conducting auctions on behalf of rock groups such as Coldplay
and Nine Inch Nails.

Mr. Fluhr envisions a future
where the primary and secondary
ticket markets converge, with more
tickets sold from the outsetat fluctuating prices based on demand. Still,
judging by the thousands of in-

quiries his company's call centers
receive, it's clear that many consumers remain wary of buying
resold tickets online, and are
shocked by some of the asking
prices.

Last week, a man from New York
called to ask about the location and
price of tickets being offered for the
hit Broadway musical, "Wicked."
Told by a StubHub customer service
representative that six orchestra
seats would cost nearly $1,500, including fees, he replied, "I'm trying
to get good tickets, but I can't believe
how high they are.... Will they negotiate?"

On CBS,
A Series

OfBlinks
By Brooks Barnes

iniseries have long been
a TV staple. Now get
ready for the "microseries."
In a bid to lure back
JL ? JSL viewers
night after

night-and keep them glued to their
TV sets during commercialbreaksCBS is about to air an unusual
drama series whose episodes will
run no longer than 60 seconds each.
Each episode will air during an ad
break in the 9 p.m. hour every night
for a week. The seven-episode se-

ries, called "The Courier," premieres Jan. 24.

Sponsored by General Motors
Corp.'s Pontiac, "The Courier" tells
the story of a mystery man who
races against time to uncover clues
and rescue his kidnapped wife. Pontiac signed on to promote its new
Torrent sport-utility vehicle, which
will be featured in three episodes.
Under terms of the deal, a Torrent
commercial will play immediately
after each episode. Extra content
will be available on the network's
Web site, with episodes also available on video-enabled mobile
phones.
Pontiac and CBS wouldn't disclose the price of the sponsorship or
the budget for "TheCourier."
The effort is partly designed as
an antidote to devices such as TiVo
that allow viewers to skip commercials. "We're trying to keep viewers
engaged in any way we can," says
Mark-Hans Richer, marketing director for the Pontiac brand.
More important, for CBS, the programming experiment is an effort to
get viewers to sample shows they
might otherwise not watch. Because
each installment of "The Courier"
will have a cliffhanger, CBS thinks
viewers will get hooked and keep
coming back throughout the week.
But it also has broader implications for the network's parent, CBS
Corp., which wants to shed its image
as a slow-growing "old media" company. CBS says cutting deals with
advertisers that include Web and
mobile-phone components in addition to traditional 60-second spots is
a critical part of its growth strategy.
After the first 60-second episode
of "The Courier," remaining
episodes will be only 40 seconds
long. The network doesn't see the
short storytelling window as a hindrance, citing a growing acceptance
of short-form TV on the Web and on
mobile devices.
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King's question is left
unanswered by nation
By Beverly

Perdue

conian budget cuts in
Washington is sad proof that we
currently lack the needed political

This past
Monday, we celebrated the birthday and honored
the memory of
Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther
King,

will at the national level. But we
still can and must make progress
at the state level. Dr. King specifically pointed to the acute embarrassment in our affluent nation
of households with a full-time
worker having to subsist under
the poverty line. I believe that
our state should establish and not
stop short ofmaking that embarrassment a relic of the past in

Jr. Dr.

King's fight for
justice, for respect, for equality,
for the belief that "all men were
created equal" was the most powerful fight of the 20th Century.
His fight is our fight, and it is an
American fight that we must con-

North Carolina.
Especially with our still uncertain national economy, erasing
the legacy of working households
in poverty constitutes an ambitious goal for any state to achieve
on its own. While it cannot be
accomplished in one single step,
we should still be able to use a

today.
As Dr. King declared:
"All men are caught up in an

tinue

inescapable network of mutuality,
tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly
affects all indirectly. I can never
be what I ought to be until you
are what you ought to be, and
you can never be what you ought
to be until I am what I ought to
be."
Whether we are black or white,
rich or poor, healthy or uninsured, Dr. King's witness is that
we are all bound together. Our
nation's greatness isn't ultimately
based on our prosperity. It is
based, as Dr. King and the
Scriptures teach, on the wellbeing of the least among us.
Today, we sorely miss Dr.

Artwork by Stancheka Boone

King's great prophetic voice. Too
many of our political leaders in

Washington seem to be losing
sight ofthe common bond uniting all of us. The shocking

nationally-televised spectacle of

stranded hurricane victims in
New Orleans should have been
enough of an alarm bell to set

Washington priorities straight.
Dr. King declared in 1968 that

America as the world's richest
nation had the capacity to rid
itself ofpoverty. "The real question is whether we have the will,"
concluded Dr. King. His words
are every bit as true today.
The most recent round of dra-

combination oftools to get the
job done here in North Carolina
As Dr. King reminded us, "the
arc of our moral universe is long,
but it bends toward justice."
Dr. King's birthday is a fitting
moment to redouble our commitment to greater justice for all. His
spirit should remain alive among
us and point us to where we want
to be as a state and a nation.
Beverly Perdue is lieutenant
governor of North Carolina.
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The A&T Register editorial board did not meet this week.
The next editorial will be published Jan. 25.

One set of footprints in the sand

What's up y'all? It's been a
minute since I sat down and

All I need is a "D," baby.

scribed something, but life on
Chad street is pretty hectic.
May is coming, and I'm trying
to get my stuff straight so I can
graduate. It's tough, though; a*real
I have to pass part two of
pain-in-the-butt. But that's why I'm
humanities this semester. That
doing this stuff. So I can graduought not be too hard.
ate. Make some money.
Chad Roberts
I still have to do the student
Some of this stuff is my fault.
newspaper stuff. And I'm still
Some of this stuffshould have been taken
working part-time at the News &c Record
care of a long time ago, because it's petty
to help pay the bills.
stuff. Now, this stuff is piling up pretty
There's a newspaper conference at A&T
darned quick.
next month that I'm helping out with, so
For one thing, I gotta take math. I think
there's a bunch of stuff attached to that.
it's my sixth time taking it (but the first
I'm in the process of trying to write a
time having a book) so I hope I can actualgrant, so I'm constantly reading, researchly pass this time.
ing and trying to find that stuff.
And I have Spanish this semester. I've
Aside from that, there's all the daily stuff
been through many an unsuccessful FOLA that just pops up from out of nowhere.
class, I tell you, but it's gonna work this
Some stuff gets moved to the temporary
time. I can feel it.
backburner.

who will help me get a clue as to what the
Spanish language is all about.
Another thing there's an academic rule
working in my favor. Math and Spanish
aren't major courses for my curriculum.
All I need is a "D," baby. (DISCLAIMERI DO NOT ENCOURAGE ANYONE
ELSE TO ADOPT THIS MENTALITY.)
You can call it setting low goals.
Whatever. I would be nearly overcome
with joy to get an "A," but a "D" does the
same thing here. It passes the class, and
moves me one step closer to graduation.

-

Other stuff goes in the permanent deep
freeze, never to return.
So that's 24 hours ofclass stuff, about
20 or more hours every week on newspaper stuff, and various hours each day doing
"other" stuff. I got a lot ofstuff.
We need a week off, so I can take a
moment and get some ofthis stuff togethThat's real talk, y'all.
er. This stuff can pile up in a heartbeat.
I never thought my last semester would
Totally outnumbered and completely
be going down like this - 24 hours and
outgunned, I gotta come out swinging.
two jobs.
I wake up around five in the morning. It
I don'tremember the specific Bible
doesn't seem to help me get ahead, but it
verse, but this is one of those times in my
helps to keep me from falling behind.
life when it's just one set of footprints in
As I said earlier, I actually have a math
the sand.
book now. That has to count for someChad Roberts can be reached at
thing. And I think I have some friends
334-7700 or at cr981653@ncat.edu.
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Aggies finally get the monkey off their back
By Darrick Ignasiak

Cal Irvin and Don Corbett. The

Staff Reporter

official name of the

The men's basketball team
finally got the monkey off their
back on Monday.
Senior Aggie forward Jason*

Wills hit two clutch free throws

in the last minute of the game
to give A&TU-13, 1-4 MEAC) a
69-67 victory over Bethune-Cookman(7-10, 3-3) and their first win

this season
"I just did what it takes to win
the game," said Wills, who led
the team with 20 points. "If it
takes making two free throws at
the end of the game. That's what
I am going to do."
Prior to the game, which was
televised on ESPN2, the court
was dedicated in front of 3269
fans in honor offormer coaches

court is now

Cal Irvin-Don Corbett Court.
"It's great to be on national
TV," A&T head coach Jerry
Eaves said. "It was great for the
kids because the nation got to
see them play hard."
The Aggies got off to a quick
lead in the first half. Ten
minutes into the game, A&T led
by seven and kept that until the
Wildcats Sam Barber hit a jump
shot to tie the game at 20 with
6:52 left in the first half.
Senior forward Michael
Hayes, who had 16 points, did
not start but made his name
known when he hitfour 3-pointers in the first half.
At the end of the first half,
the Wildcats were leading 37-33
It took the Aggies only three

minutes to regain the lead into
the second half.
Greg Roberts, a 6-foot-6
junior forward, hit a shot to
bring the score at 40-37. The lead
would switch hands 11 more
times until the Aggies took the
lead for good.
With less than a minute left
in the game Bethune-Cookman's
AntonioWebb stepped out of
bounds with 40.7 seconds left to
give the Aggies possession. The
score was tied at 67 and Wills
free throws turned out to be the
deciding factor in the Aggies
win

"We had missed five in a
down the stretch and then
(Wills) went three-for-four and
it broke the string for us," Eaves
said. "He played better as time
goes on, he's got to continue to

row

work defensively."
A&T's free throw percentage
coming into this game was 38.8
percent. In this game, the Aggies
had 65.4 percent.
Webb led the Wildcats with
18 points. In last year's matchups against Bethune-Cookman,

Webb averaged 27.3 points

a

game

Also leading the effort for
Bethune-Cookman was senior

Cleveland Williams. Williams
had 12 points and seven rebounds
Senior Aggie guard Leslie
Powell had 10 points. Other Aggies Trahern Chaplin and Greg
Roberts both had 9 points.
This was the first A&T
basketball game to be aired on
national television in five years
"We have been so close to

Away from glitz of the NBA lies
life in the basketball minors
By Ethan

J. Skolnick
South Florida Sun-Sentinel
(KRT)

STERO, Fla. ~ Funny finding a prep phenom here, in the
fluorescent green ofthe Florida
Flame, in the shadow of Fort Myers.

Funny finding him thinking

back to prep school.
"Out in the middle of
nowhere, no girls, just really

That big league.

A fragile situation. A tough

Jeff Malone calls incorporating

Demetrius Guions, Austin
Ewing and Derek Crumpton.
Crumpton and Guions are suspended temporarily for academic

ary Aggie alumnus Al Attles,
who played for Irvin in 1960
Attles was a member of the San
Fransico Warriors-a former NBA

reasons

"Florida A&M's coach told
after the game, he says you
played with all walk-ons and I
don't want to ever see you play,"
Eaves said. "Your team played so
hard."
The Aggies next opponent will be CoppinState on
Saturday. Coppin State is 3-1
in MEAC and is led by Tywain
McKee. McKee is averaging 14-2
points a game. This will be the
third game ofthe Aggies fourme

team

During this time he got the
nickname "The Destroyer."
"It always is great to come
back," Attles said. "It's great to
see them get a win. Coach Irvin
was a great influence in my life."
Last season, Eaves broke a 32game losing streak. This season
he broke a 15-game losing streak.
"We won by two today. Every
game is going to go down to the

game

By Mike McCray

televised thrillerand jumped all
the Lady Wildcats, trailing
only once and leading the rest of
the way.
The Lady Wildcats were
severely overmatched and had no
answer for an A&T offense that
kept pouring it on from behind
the arc, answering questions
about the Aggies lack of shooting
from the perimeter. The Lady
Aggies led by as much as 20
points en route to a dishearting
defeat for BCC.
Lakeisha Williams was shooting her way out of her sophor
more slump all weekend, with 15
points against Florida A&M and
against Bethune-Cookman.
Defense was again the Aggies
biggest weapon as they contained
BCC's Katie Clark. Clark came

Photographer/Reporter

over

The Lady Aggies moved their

senior Shareka

place team."

(MICHAEL LAUGHLIN/SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL/KRT)

Florida Flame's Dorell Wright in action against Alex
Scales of the Austin Toros. Wright was sent to the
Miami Heat's Development League affiliate, the
Florida Flame. This is the first year NBA players can
be sent down to the minors and brought back up as
in baseball.
Malone has already identified
Wright as "a good kid." Wright
never saw any of Malone's 17,231
NBA points, and is skeptical of
his endless glory stories ("he's in
Jordan's book?"). After the short
workout, Malone grabs a ball and
boasts of his shooting acumen.
Wright calls "brick" for each
miss

"Where Earl at?" Wright asks
Working out. So Wright,
wearing a Yankees cap backward,

passes time watching the FGCU
women's team work on the main
court.

Finally, they head to the "hot
spot": the College Club apartment complex just off campus,
where they now reside with
Timberwolves prospects Jones
and Bracey Wright.
"This is oue four-bedroom
mansion," Wright sings upon
entry. "This is how we livin'."
Hot dog buns on the counter

Modest rooms furnished with
simple wood desks and dressers.
Mattresses raised on too-short
platforms, though Barron
promises he'll be tired enough to
sleep. A neat freak, his room is
cluttered only by a gym bag and
case of water bottles.
Wright's iPod blares hiphop from speakers on his desk
There's a DVD stack on his
nightstand, and a window with
a dirt-lot view. It hardly matches
the one from his plush two-bedroom place on Brickell Avenue in

Fayetteville, Roanoke, Albuquerque.

At least Barron knows this
life, having passed five dreadful
months in Turkey and two more
pleasant ones in the Philippines,
where the picky eater ordered
only plain noodles. Such experiences make him appreciate this
chance to watch Animal Planet
or walk to Pizza Hut, not to
mention continuing to collect
a $641,000 salary and $102 per
diem
Wright's feet hang off the
couch. He's sore, and surprised
how winded he was after shooting: "I know I haven't played, but

I'm young."
He doesn't regret skipping
college; just preparing for the
SAT. He says he's still "lovin'
life," still "too blessed to be
stressed." If he stresses about anything, it's the chance that Barron

cooks. And yes, there's the issue
of passing time when not playing
games, at least four at home and
two at a showcase in Fayetteville.

'Man', Fort Myers has had
enough ofFort Myers," Wright
says

Barron suggests a staring
contest, or hide and seek. Uno.
Connect Four. Monopoly. They
both promise push-ups, sit-ups
and laps around the building,
anything to be ready for Heat
conditioning coach Bill Foran.
They want that printed. This,

They miss more. Barron cites
the private plane, waiting food,
fancy hotels. The chance to watch
the best. The big cities: "Now it's

Glover lead the

Lady Aggies with 18 points, eight
rebounds, seven assists and two
steals against FAMU, while playing the entire game. Adding to
her big night, Glover moved into
a tie with Samara Dobbins for
the Aggies all-time assist record.
It was just another milestone
for Glover, who continues to
climb the all-time list at A&T
She scored her 1,000th point
against Delaware State last week
and is currently in the top five or
10 in five statistical categories.
Three Aggies scored more
than 15 points with Bianca Johnson and Kira Tillman both chipping in 16. Johnson, who was a
member of head coach Patricia
Cage-Bibbs 2002-2003 MEAC
Championship team at Hampton, also had four rebounds, two
blocks and an assist, to complete
an all-around performance.
The Aggies exploded
offensively, producing their
highest shooting percentage of
the season. Head coach Patricia
Cage-Bibbs says it all goes back
to defense
A&T forced 26 Rattler turnovers and battled back from a
two-point halftime
decisive win

deficit for the

into the contest averaging 27
points and in her last two games,
31 of them coming in a loss to
Morgan State.

Former all-time assist leader
Dobbins was on hand
for an in-game ceremony after
Shareka Glover broke her longstanding school record for assist
with 268.
After limping into a 011 record with losses to big
conference schools and national
powers such as LSU, the Lady
Aggies have hittheir stride and
won three straight games. With
the streak, A&T moves to 3-2
in MEAC play, good enough for
seventh in the conference.
Coach Cage-Bibbs improved
her 10-2 all-time record against
BCC, as her signature high heels
Samara

did not get the usual work on
the sidelines. A&T was in cruise

BCC Game

control for most of the second
half but Cage-Bibbs still found
her chances to correct the Lady

On a day where we all stop
the struggle and
sacrifices made by Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., the Lady Aggies
had no trouble beating BethuneCookman 66-49.
The women of Aggie basketball fed off the crowd excitement
from the preceding nationally
to reflect upon

Aggies mental

pace

BE A LEADER
AMONG LEADERS
�

�

�

we miss

�

» Call Sgt. 1st Class Clay at

854-8580 to find out about
college loan repayment

and more Army benefits.

H

Miami," Bar-

ron says

Wright laughs.
"Put that in big bold letters."

�

With your bachelor's degree, you can
become an Army Officer and be a leader
among leaders. In Officer Candidate
School (OCS), you'll learn management
and leadership techniques. Apply now.
Openings are limited.

says

"Yeah,

mistakes.

With the MEAC being one
of the weaker and more wideopen conferences in the country,
the Lady Aggies definitely have a
chance of taking the conference
crown if they can continue this

"We miss Miami," Wright

Miami

home stand.

Lady Aggies round-up

a 66-49 smashing of BethuneCookman on MLK Day.
This weekends' action saw

the two Heat players, so he can't
be sure how much they'll play
at first: "You know, we're a first-

nothing," Dorell Wright says,
45 minutes before his National
Basketball DevelopmentLeague
debut. "Just a lot of trees.
Probably a couple of deer out
there, a lot of roadkill, possums
and skunks and stufflike that.
There's nowhere to go."
But up.
It is Thursday. It is Wright's
first week learning how pro
basketball's other half lives, and
hoops. Nineteen months earlier,
before the NBA age minimum,
the Heat drafted him No. 19
overall. The California native and
South Kent Prep (Conn.) star, 18
then and 20 now, has played 77
NBA minutes since.
So with the Heat on a twoweek trip, Wright and center
Earl Barron were sent on a
longer journey. Across Alligator
Alley. To the Heat's new NBDL
affiliate, the Florida Flame. For
playing time. For perspective
Barron hardly needs the
latter. The 24-year-old Memphis
product is a backwoods basketmett.
ball veteran, having starred with
His night fulfills Malone's
the D-League's Huntsville Flight
forecast
that "he's going to find
between overseas stints. The
out
some
of these guys here can
Heat signed him after a strong
play."
good, including
There's
2005 summer, and now he's a Da
bank
shot
from
18 feetand a
for
a
Leaguer again, if only
spell.
strong defensiverebound. There's
"It's all an adjustment," Barbad, notably blown defensive
ron says. "But it's quicker for me
assignments. There's value in logthan Dorell."
They began adjusting Tuesday ging every minute of a tight final
quarter, even in a 106-102 loss.
night, watching the FedEx
"It's different trying to carry
Bowl
a
in Hampton Inn
Orange
a team," observes Heat General
lobby after Wright drove his
Manager Randy Pfund, on hand
black Range Rover cross-state.
to scout withthree other organiFollowing Wednesday practice,
zational
members
they accompanied Heat media reIn 25 minutes apiece, Wright
lations assistant MichaelLissack
and Barron score 11 and six,
to the Super Target behind their
respectively. After dressing out of
new apartment, to stock up on
sight of the NBA code, Barron
pillows, soap, shampoo, bread,
in a gold sweater and Wright in a
detergent, DVDs. Lots of DVDs
pullover, they carry shower
Flame
"Dodgeball." "Coming to
and
basketball
shoes into the
America." "City ofGod." "The
parking lot. They exchange numWood." "Old School."
bers with temporary teammates.
"Already watched two,"
It is Friday morning. Malone
Wright says
is
pacing,
sweating, wiping,
Thursday, he's the show, a
slapping
against his side,
papers
kid who earns $12,500 per Heat
scolding
players
who "don't get
even
while
sitting, sharing
game,
it or don't want to get it!" Dorell
a court with players earning
Wright is slouching against a wall
as little as $12,000 a season.
of the side court of the Florida
He knows Shaquille O'Neal
Gulf Coast University gym, ridand Dwyane Wade, who called
ing
out the 25-minute pre-pracWednesday night to say how
tice
tirade
much he missed his "dog," will
After Malone returns from a
have questions when he rejoins
3-minute walkout ("someone take
them. Many teammates saidthis
control and see what happens"),
would be good for him:
he rests a hand on Wright's back.
"To see what it would be
"Let me show you some delike ifI wasn't in the league, you
fensive
situations," Malone says
"This
is
know," Wright says.
"You got burned last night."
more of a wake-up call for me. I
"Man, I already know that,"
just have to keep my work ethic
Wright says, grinning
up to stay in the league."

to compete,

winning streak to two with and
73-66 win over FloridaA&M on
Friday and then to three with

process. That's what Flame coach

Estero needs a bulletin
Germain Arena, capacity 7,200,
nearly fills for the East Coast
Hockey League's Everblades. Tonight, every seat national anthem
singer Halie Bolirig, 9, and the
players face is empty.
"Stand and cheer as we meet
the starters for your Florida
Flame!"
Six Flame Starter dancers
and a few colliding Thunderstix
welcome Hiram Fuller, Theron
Smith, Andre Barrett, Dwayne
Jones and Bracey Wright. Dorell
Wright's seat for the spectacle
is equaled onlyby floor "suites"
unoccupied until halftime. A
blimp drops money at breaks
An inflatable house entertains
bouncing kids. The coaches,
Malone and fellow former NBA
star Dennis Johnson, resemble
waiters in black sleeveless sweater
vests and pants. The action stops
regularly for clock and ball (yes,
ball) malfunctions.
Barron enters in the first
quarter to tangle with the Austin
Toros' star, former No. 4 NBA
pick Marcus Fizer. Wright enters
in the second, guarding former
Heat camp hopeful Andre Em-

wire," Eaves said. "We are going
that's the only one
trademark of my team."
A&T has been without

winning so many games, I think

it's real important our guys get
the opportunity to win on national television," said Athletics
Director DeeTodd. "We had a
great crowd, great fan support."
In attendance was legend-
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